Reconstruction of ankylosed temporomandibular joint: Sternoclavicular grafting as an approach to management.
A retrospective analysis of 15 cases of ankylosed temporomandibular joint (TMJ) reconstructed, with sternoclavicular joint graft (SCG), during the period 2002-2007 was undertaken. All cases were analyzed for functional adaptation of the graft, considering maximum interincisal opening, and protrusive and laterotrusive movement of the jaw. Significant improvement was noticed in all cases except one, although maximum improvement was seen 3-6 months postoperatively. Radiological evaluation was carried out at regular intervals for 2-3 years to assess the anatomical adaptation of the graft. No major postoperative complications were observed and all the cases showed complete regeneration of the clavicle during follow up. This finding indicates that reconstruction of ankylosed TMJ with sternoclavicular joint graft is a satisfactory method of treatment.